The Bulletin of the International Union Against the Venereal Diseases and the Treponematoses
The International Union against the Venereal Diseases (IUVDT) was founded in January 1923 on the initiative of the League of Red Cross Societies and the Belgian Association against Venereal Diseases led by Professor Bayet of Belgium. Nineteen nations took part at the first General Assembly in Paris. In the inter-wars years regular meetings were held in the major cities of Europe and of particular importance was the International Agreement of Brussels (1924) for free treatment for seamen infected with venereal disease, and the arrangements for control of venereal disease in Rhine boatmen of the 1930s. However, many notions such as sex education and contact tracing were still taboo at the time.
After the devastation of World War II, the 15th General Assembly was held in Paris in October 1947. Twenty four countries and International Organisations took part. The Union was founded to coordinate activities on the social aspects of control of venereal diseases and its objectives have been to stimulate the interest and assist the activities not only of those physicians practising the subject, but also of epidemiologists, psychiatrists, psychologists, public health nurses, social workers, community physicians and others concerned with human behaviour and its effect on the spread of venereal diseases. From very early after World War II, meetings of the Union exemplified the growing role of the newer sexually transmitted diseases and, of course, the 35th General Assembly in London, 9-11 May 1990 will be on this theme, "Sexually Transmitted Diseases in the age of AIDS".
The principle aims of the Union are: 1. To co-ordinate and assist in the dissemination of information and facts about the sexually transmitted diseases. 
